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Mediationisavoluntary processinwhich atrained, impartial
mediator hel psdisputing partiesexaminetheir mutual problems,
identify and consider options, and determineif they canagreeona
solution. A mediator hasno deci s on-making authority. Successful
mediation isbased on thevoluntary cooperation and participation of
al theparties.

Mediation can savelandownersboth timeand costly legal fees. Itis
afreeservice, isconfidential and generally takesonly afew
meetingsto complete.

M ediation can be used to resolveright-to-farm disputes, credit
disputeswith the Farm Service Agency or privatelenders, and
other conflictsinvolving U.S. Department of Agriculture programs.

TheRight to Farm Act protectscommercia farm ownersand
operatorsfrom restrictivemunicipa ordinancesand publicand
private nuisance actions, provided that they operateresponsibly and
inaccordancewith federal and statelaws, and meet certain other
criteria. Inthe event of disputes, formal complaintsmust befiled
with the appropriate County Agriculture Development Board or the
State Agriculture Development Committee before any court actions
can betaken. Complaintsare addressed through aseries of formal
public hearingsinwhichtestimony ispresented and witnesses may
becalled.

Mediation isan aternativeto themorelengthy public hearing
process and should berequested before public hearingsbegin.

Landownersshould request mediationimmediately after receiving
notices of adverse determinationsthey would liketo appedl.

Inall cases, dl partiesin adispute must agreeto mediation.

Contact the State Agriculture Devel opment Committee at
(609) 984-2504.



